Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025 10:15 am

Prelude
Announcements

Introduction

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is
not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The

saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to

save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the
needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of + Jesus, your sins are
forgiven! Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #834 "“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy
great name we praise!

2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou
rulest in might; thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds
which are fountains of goodness and love.

3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the
true life of all; we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, and wither
and perish, but naught changeth thee.

4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; thine angels adore thee, all
veiling their sight; all laud we would render; oh, help us to see ‘tis only
the splendor of light hideth thee!
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Prayer of the Day

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may
reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our
life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalm

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to
worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a
sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly
asks for mercy for them.

’The LoORD said to Moses, “"Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; ¢they have been quick to turn aside from the
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought
you up out of the land of Egypt!” ” °The LoRrRD said to Moses, "I have seen this people,
how stiff-necked they are. '°Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against
them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.”

11 But Moses implored the LorD his God and said, "O LorD, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power
and with a mighty hand? > Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on
your people. *Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.” ” * And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
’Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
*For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
>Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’'s womb.
¢*Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
’Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
¢Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
1Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.



Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain
advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who
once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may
become witnesses to the grace of God.

12T am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, *even though I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, **and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. °*The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. *But for
that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display the utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him
for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. There is joy in the presence of the angels of God* over one sinner who repents.
Alleluia. (Luke 15:10)

The Gospel according to Luke, staring with the 15t Chapter. Glory to you O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found
and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so
precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] ?And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”

*So he told them this parable: ““*Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? °And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders
and rejoices. °And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7Just so, I tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.

#*0Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she has found
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found the coin that I had lost.” '°Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: ELW #608 "Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling”

1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. See, on
the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.

Refrain: “Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.”
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, V'O sinner, come home!”

2. Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for
me? Refrain

3. Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for
me. Refrain
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Sharing of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times when we
have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to
live as a community of mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this earth
and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, and grant us

wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your creation to its fullness. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them to
make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of your mercy
in the world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of grace, receive our
prayer.



Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those who
are sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us compassionate hearts to accompany
those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us with
humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and generosity to
extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console those who
mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

Offering and Offertory Hymn: ELW #884
“"Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’'nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
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Offering Prayer

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you how and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #720 "We are Called”

1. Come, live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom, To live in the freedom of the
city of God.

Refrain: We are called to act with justice, We are called to love tenderly; We
are called to serve one another, To walk humbly with God.



2. Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless, So all hatred and blindness will
be no more. [ Refrain ]

3. Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other, As sisters and brothers
united in love united in love. [ Refrain ]
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Prelude
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+ Worship Time Has Changed: Starting today, worship time is changed to 10:15
am. Sunday school will start on September 21, 2025 at 9:00 am. Please speak
with Pastor Jenna if you are interested in helping with Sunday School.

+ Prayers: Please continue to keep our members and loved ones in your prayers,
including Arlen, Lan-Shiang, Ken, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Jeff, Jenny, Dennis,
Caroline, Nathan, Sue Bogenschutz, the Tryhus Family and Pastor Jenna and her
family.

+ Directory Update: Please check your contact information in the directory in the
Fellowship Hall. If it is correct as is, please place a check mark so we know it has
been approved.

+ Concert & Cream has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 27, 2025. Meal
starts at 5:30 pm, concert at 6:30 pm.
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